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So we’ve been talking about how to identify different aspects of faith. Today 

the readings seem to make a shift to the question of righteousness. How do you 

identify a righteous person? What would you need to see in someone make that 

judgment that yes “that person is righteous!”  

Should be someone who has morally correct conduct, they do not bend the 

truth, they are honest, they abide by the laws, they are proper, fair, selfless, if they 

are of faith they do their religious duties, are generous, patient, forgiving, loving, 

and simply try to do the right thing.  

Any righteous people in the house? Go ahead, don’t be shy, raise your hand if 

you think you are a righteous person… 

Let’s figure this out… let’s find how many righteous people we have in the 

house by doing a quick game of Never have I Ever!  

Hold out your fingers. I will say a statement like “Never have I ever… drank 

milk from straight out of the carton.” And if you have done that, then you must put 

one finger down. There will be 10 questions, and at the end, those with the most 

fingers up will be judged righteous. Ready? Never have I ever… 

1. Ignored someone’s phone call or text when I saw who it was and didn’t 

feel like talking to them. 

2. Skipped my daily personal prayers. 

3. Thrown garbage out of the car window when I knew no one was 

watching. 

4. Come up with an excuse of being busy to avoid helping someone out. 

5. Gotten a speeding ticket. 
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6. Glanced at someone else’s phone while they were using it to see who the 

were texting with.  

7. Snuck my own snacks into a movie theater.  

8. Pretended to be on the phone as I walked out of a grocery store to avoid 

either girl scouts selling cookies or salvation army asking for donations. 

9. Skipped Sunday Mass because I just didn’t feel like coming.  

10. Fallen asleep during mass. 

All right, how did we do? How many good people do we have here? Let’s see them, 

who has most of their fingers up? 10? 9? 8? 7? 6? 5? 4? 3? 2? 1?  

 Well, looks like based on our very accurate and scientific quiz, I judge there 

aren’t very many righteous people here. 

How do you identify a righteous person? That is the question of today, and the 

answer is surprisingly simple when we understand what righteousness means in the 

Christian perspective. Jesus today clarifies for us that to be righteous is to be 

justified by God, meaning, that judgment belongs to God, and not ourselves, and 

that is important.  

If righteousness is dependent on us, if it’s based on our own judgments, then 

the level of righteousness will be completely up to what or who we are comparing 

ourselves to. Let’s do another quick round of Never have I ever just to make the 

point. Just five fingers out this time. Never have I ever… 

1. Robbed a bank. 

2. Waged war against another country. 

3. Cut someone’s breaks in their car so they could get into an accident. 

4. Stole the Eucharist so I could desecrate it.  
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5. Destroyed church property. 

Under these conditions, all of us are pretty much saints! That is how the Pharisee 

was thinking of righteousness. He judged himself righteous because he chose to 

compare himself with those he considered less ideal, and if one thing is true about 

us humans is that we are pretty good as justifying ourselves and our actions. We 

always find a way to make ourselves look pretty good in the eyes of others. In 

today’s social media and communications society, the term that is often used for 

this is virtue signaling… we like to publicly express our opinion and feelings about 

how our character and moral conscience is better than others, and this creates 

conflict. 

 Jesus helps us realize that righteousness means justification, and the only one 

that can justify and judge us correctly without bias, is the Lord, God of justice.   

 So then, what does it mean to be justified, made righteous, by God? To be 

justified means to be saved, and to be saved is to be made acceptable to God, and 

we have come to learn that salvation comes through faith, and if faith is a gift, 

justification too is therefore something that only God can give. 

Faith helps us trust that in having God as our judge, we are actually better off. 

God saves us from our own self-justification which often leads to self-destruction.  

Otherwise, if in my own self-justification, I will either conclude that 

compared to people who do better in life, I am too wretched, not righteous at all, too 

far gone to merit God’s love, and there I immediately separate myself from God. 

That is the sin against the Holy Spirit, by the way – to think your sins are too great 

that God could not forgive. It’s self-destructive.  
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Or, I will conclude that compared to the evil people in the world who do the 

really bad stuff, I am pretty well off, and as a result, end up being a slave to my 

arrogance, too blind to notice the splinter in my own eye. It’s self-destructive. 

Thinking of God as the sole judge was frightening, which is why Luke has 

dedicated a good portion of his gospel in giving us all those parables about God’s 

mercy. Faith helps us trust that if I let God judge me, regardless of how I might 

perceive or judge myself, that what I will find is a God who wills my salvation.  

St. Paul develops the teaching of justification as we understand it today based 

on this attitude and teaching of Jesus. Righteousness, salvation through God’s 

merciful judgment, begins with accepting faith in baptism. It continues throughout 

our lives but must be visible in our works otherwise our faith is dead. It is 

completed at the end.  

This makes righteousness both a gift received at the beginning as the start of a 

process, and the reward at the end. 

So, any righteous people in the house? Let’s give it one more shot…One 

finger up this time: Never have I ever longed to experience the heavenly kingdom.  

Good, looks like we are all on track.  


